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Third research project competition for young researchers

Strategies for the development of the Information Society among Low-Income Sectors in Latin America and the Caribbean

The Regional Dialogue on the Information Society – DIRSI in Spanish– is a network composed of academic researchers from various disciplines in LAC countries who study the challenges posed by the development of the Information Society and public policy and regulation problems and solutions. The focus of the members of the network is on the generation of knowledge that will facilitate reflection, and the design of policies that will promote the inclusion of all sectors of society in the benefits of the Information Society. At present, DIRSI is financially supported by Canada’s IDRC, within the PanAmericas initiative.

One of the main objectives of DIRSI is to promote research among young academics interested in the regulatory challenges posed by the development of the Information Society and knowledge among the poor and marginalised in countries in the region. For that purpose, DIRSI is holding this research grants competition geared to young researchers (under 30 years of age) for the execution of projects within the following broad topics included on the DIRSI research agenda, available on www.dirsi.net.

Proposals can be made from any disciplinary approach and should include a pro-poor focus within the context of a market economy. Innovative proposals discussing these issues while introducing a genre perspective, social or cultural effects, or regarding environmental problems within the challenges of the development of the Information Society will be specially welcome. Priority will be assigned to the proposals that, within any methodological framework, involve significant empirical work; in particular those using databases generated by DIRSI and OSILAC, among others. It is necessary for proposals to have implications for the formulation of regulation and public policy. 
The proposals will be assessed by their academic quality, their pertinence for the formulation of public policies and their feasibility by a jury formed by well known academics of the region. The development of the investigation will be supervised by members of DIRSI. Two US $5,000 (American-dollars) grants will be awarded. 
Formal Aspects 
The proposals must not exceed 10 pages, with single spaces, and the font must be Arial size 12. Typically, the order of a research proposal will be the following: 

1. Title of the proposal, researcher’s name and membership 

2. Summary 

3. Rationale 

4. Objectives
5. Methodology 

6. Budget 

7. Schedule 
8. Bibliography

The proposals are to be submitted only via E-mail to the following address: info@dirsi.net. The deadline is Friday the 2nd November 2007, before 17 hours, Lima (Perú) standard time (GMT – 5). The E-mail submissions are to be accompanied by the file with the proposal, the applicant’s curriculum vitae, and two letters of support from senior researchers in the region. For further information, please visit www.dirsi.net
Schedule
The schedule for the competition is the following
	Activity
	Deadline

	Submission of proposals
	2nd November 2007, 17 hours (GMT – 5).

	Evaluation period
	Until 23rd November 2007.

	Announcement of winners
	30th November 2007.

	Start of research
	Not later than 15th December 2007.

	Presentation of partial report
	15th March 2008.

	Presentation of final report
	30th May 2008.
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